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means of ending it He asserted afterwards that he had not teen consulted when the muider was actually accomplished, but the perpetrators weie assured of his approbation, and when Caesar was killed he deliberately claimed for himself a share of the guilt, if guilt theie could be in what he regaided as the most gloiious achievement in human history * It may be assumed, therefore, that Cicero's views upon the subject had lemained unchanged since the beginning of the Civil War, and that his sentiments were no secret among his intimate friends
Cicero is the second gieat figure in the history of the time. He has obtained the immortality which he so much desired, and we are, theiefore, entitled and obliged to scrutinize his conduct with a niceness which would be ungracious and unnecessary in the case of a less distinguished man After Phaisalia he had concluded that the continuance of the war would be unjustifiable He had put himself in communication with Antony and Caasar's friend and secretary Oppms, and at their advice he went from Gieece to Bnndisi, to remain there till Csesar's pleasure should be known. He was very miserable He had joined Ponipey with confessed reluctance, and family quarrels had followed on Pompey's defeat His brother Qumtus, whom he had drawn away from Caesar, regretted having taken his advice. His sons and nephews were equally qneiulous and dissatisfied , and foi himself, he dared not appear in the streets of Bnndisi, lest Caesar's soldiers should insult or mjuie him Antony, however, encouraged him to hope He assured him that
i See the 2d Philippic, passim    In a letter to Decimus Brutus, he says "Quare hortatione tu quldem non eges, si ne illft quidem in re, qaffl a te geata eat post hommum memonam maxim&, hortatorem desiderasta "   Ad Fan xi 5